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Report from the Chair
Our fourth operating year as a charity
has been one of noticeable energy
and delivery. Our plans and activities
are beginning to make a significant
contribution to the conservation of
the environment.
Our science programme continued
to flourish, particularly through the
work of Sylva scholar at the University
of Oxford, Kirsty Monk. We are also
pleased to have appointed our second scholar . We co-ordinated the British
Woodlands Survey 2012, attracting over 2600 respondents representing a
very significant proportion of woodland owners across Britain. It will help
inform and guide our work for years to come.
Our educational initiative following the life of a single oak tree, the OneOak
project, came to an exciting finale with a series of exhibitions across the
country. It brought together more than 50 craftspeople and directly
influenced the education of hundreds of school children. Through film,
exhibitions and the web, it reached hundreds of thousands of people. Its
completion in December has not however left a void in our educational
work. Sylva is sponsoring a new book about trees and forestry that will
be published by Bloomsbury Publishing in 2014. The New Sylva book
will introduce the importance of sustainable forest management to the
general public.
Our work supporting sustainable forest management continues to thrive.
The myForest Service now supports more than 800 woodland owners
across Britain in managing almost 1100 woodlands. Its online tools has
led to more than 18,000 hectares being mapped and inventories of
these woodlands being drawn up. We continue to work closely with the
Forestry Commission to support management planning. A major project,
supported by B&Q and run in partnership with BioRegional, got underway
in January: Good Woods.
I hope that you enjoy reading more about these initiatives and our other
work.
Dr Nick Brown, Chair of Trustees
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About Sylva
Sylva is working to revive Britain’s wood culture. Our vision is for
woodlands to thrive ecologically and economically for the benefit of
everyone.
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Schematic produced by Sylva for the Community Engagement Toolkit

Sylva's working definition of wood culture is: the stewardship of woodland
and the use of forest produce for a sustainable future.
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Sylva has a small staff, working very widely in partnership with others
and governed by a board of five trustees. We operate through three main
work programmes: science, education and forest management, which
reflect our three charitable objects.
Science ~ conducting & promoting research
We are advancing forestry knowledge by acting as a respected
independent research organisation for the forestry sector. Forestry
Horizons operates as an independent thinktank. We undertake and support research that
furthers our aims, including a scholarship with
the University of Oxford.
Education ~ advancing education
We are contributing to a revival of a wood culture in Britain, acting
as an ambassador for sustainable
forestry. TreeWatch is a citizen-science
project through which we promote
public learning and engagement with trees, and contribute to scientific
understanding of tree health. Our OneOak project aims to reconnect
people with the importance of wood in modern
society and the benefits of sustainable forest
management. We have an artist in residence
and are sponsoring a major new tree and
forestry book due for publication in 2014.
Forest Management ~ supporting
sustainable forest management
We
support
sustainable
forest
management across Britain. We fulfil a
significant role in bringing woodlands into management, and serve the
wood community through our myForest Service. The Good Woods project,
funded by B&Q, aims to improve the environmental, social, and economic
values of woodlands in the east and south east of England.
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Promoting and Conducting Research
British Woodlands Survey 2012
The majority of woodlands in Britain are owned by private bodies
or individuals, therefore any endeavour to improve the sustainable
management of woodlands and the provision of public benefit is largely
dependent on these woodland owners. We developed a major survey
in partnership with the Department of Land Economy at the University
of Cambridge to acquire up to date knowledge concerning private
woodland ownership across the country in the British Woodlands Survey
2012.
Funding was secured from the Royal Institute of Chartered Surveyors

Main aims for woodland ownership/management by size of property: one of the results from
the British Woodlands 2012 survey

(RICS) Research Trust, Forestry Commission, Natural England, Woodland
Trust and Institute of Chartered Foresters to develop the survey. Run
during the summer of 2012, the survey of some 80 questions attracted
2600 respondents, representing about 7% of the area of all privatelyowned woodlands across Britain. The findings were presented in a
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conference hosted by the Department of Plant Sciences, University of
Oxford, in December, attended by 120 people. A report presenting the
full results, sponsored by RICS Research Trust, will be published in 2013.
Sylva Scholarship
Our first scholar, Kirsty Monk, continued researching the consequences
of management and climate change for ecosystem function using a case
study of cord-forming fungi. The research is supported also by the Natural
History Museum and Linacre College Oxford. Field work has taken
place in Wytham and Blenheim Palace woodlands, and a separate study
completed on Lundy Island. Findings suggest that cord-forming fungi
enhance and encourage woodland growth, health and productivity.
Incorporating our knowledge of fungal systems and their ecosystem roles
into woodland management planning will help maintain healthy and
productive woodlands now and in a future of uncertain environmental
change. This research will conclude in Autumn 2013.
Trustees have approved support for a second Sylva Scholar, to start work
in Autumn 2013, studying the ecological consequences of ash dieback
Chalara fraxinea in British woodlands. Efforts are being made to attract
further funding to secure the scholarship in perpetuity.
Other scientific work
Our online depository for forestry-related science, Forestry Horizons,
continued to attract good numbers of visitors, with publications provided
via a free access (where copyright permits) library linked to the Global
Forest Information Service.
Collaboration with Dr Hilary Geoghegan of University College London,
in a BBSRC-funded project studying enthusiasm in environmental
volunteering, was initiated during the year. Support for MSc student Dan
Kinash, from Bangor University, was provided and resulted in a survey
analysing fuelwood markets across Britain; the results will be published
in 2013.
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Highlights of 2012-13

360 degree panorama of the OneOak exhibition at Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh

OneOak exhibition at Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh

Artist-in-Residence, Dr Sarah Simblet, at work.

OneOak exhibition at Royal Botanic Garden Ed

One of 50 OneOak products

More surveys launched in Tree

dinburgh

eWatch

myForest inventory training session in woodland within Surrey Hills AONB

Some of the OneOak exhibition display panels at Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh

Advancing Education
Three years of educational activity following the life story of a single oak
tree, in the OneOak project, concluded in December 2012. The aim of the
project was to exemplify the benefits of sustainable forest management,
enabling effective communication to a wide audience.
Some 50 items were eventually made from the
OneOak tree ranging from the waste sawdust
used by chef Raymond Blanc to smoke salmon, to
a throne chair worth £6000, and dozens of other
items including charcoal, wood block prints, tables,
benches, fine furniture, house, boat, and woodchip
for bioenergy.
A series of exhibitions held during the year, including
at the Oxford University Museum of Natural History,
Art in Action and Blenheim Palace, ensured almost continuous exposure
to a very wide audience of several hundred thousand visitors. The final
exhibition hosted by Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh (RBGE) saw all the
items made from the OneOak tree brought together during a six week
show at the John Hope Gateway.
Funding for the exhibition at RBGE was
provided by the Scottish Forestry Trust.
Visitor numbers at the RBGE exhibition
alone totalled 49,608. The exhibition was
highlighted in a report by Visit Scotland
who were impressed by its quality , finding
it ‘fascinating and worth visiting in itself’.
Head of Exhibitions at RBGE, commented
that the exhibition was a “triumph”. During
the year the dedicated OneOak website
attracted over 27,000 unique visits, and
witnessed unprecedented social media
activity.
Dr Stephen Blackmore, Regius
Keeper,
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opens the OneOak
exhibition at RBGE

The New Sylva
The New Sylva is a new tree and forestry book being written jointly by our
Chief Executive Gabriel Hemery and artist Dr Sarah Simblet. As part of
this initiative Sarah was also appointed as Sylva’s first Artist-in-Residence
and, during her two year residency, she is producing a unique catalogue
of drawings celebrating Britain’s trees and forests. The New Sylva will
be published by Bloomsbury in April 2014 to coincide with the 350th
anniversary of John Evelyn’s Sylva, published by the Royal Society in 1664.
A series of exhibitions hosted by arboreta and botanic gardens is planned
for 2014. www.NewSylva.com
TreeWatch
The citizen science initiative TreeWatch continued to attract interest from
members of the public. The pear rust survey, run in partnership with the
Royal Horticultural Society, attracted keen interest, and data from the
2011 survey was shared on the open access National
Biodiversity Network database. Two new surveys on
oak tree health problems were developed jointly with
Forest Research. The total number of trees ‘adopted’
by citizen scientists exceeded 1000 during the year.
Future planned developments include a survey to
enable members of the public to contribute to our
understanding of the impact of ash dieback Chalara
fraxinea. www.TreeWatch.com
Communications

At the FAO in Rome

A large number and diverse range of talks were
provided by Sylva staff. These included events
held at all the OneOak exhibition venues, talks to
schools and colleges, and to members of various
clubs and societies. Our CEO was an invited
speaker at the Food and Agriculture Organisation
(FAO) of the United Nations in Rome. Sylva
attracted a total in excess of 130,000 unique visits
to our suite of websites during the year.
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Supporting Sustainable Forest management
Sylva provides practical resources
www.
for sustainable forest management
mainly through the myForest
service. It provides woodland
.org.uk
owners and managers with
mapping and management tools. Selling and sourcing of home-grown
woodland products is encouraged by linking growers with wood users
across Britain.

myForest

Support continued for the Ward Forester initiative in Devon, by providing
tools linked to the myForest Service, which encourages sustainable
forest management by bringing woodland owners together under the
stewardship of Ward Foresters (an independant consultant working
alongside woodland owners or agents). Support has been given to rolling
the programme out across Britain during 2013. A Leader-funded project
in south Oxfordshire was completed in May 2012 with 100 woodland
owners in the region supported in the sustainable management of their
woodlands.
The report of the Independent Panel on Forestry in 2012, and subsequent
forestry policy statement by Government, highlighted that about half of
all woodlands in private ownership in England are either unmanaged
or undermanaged; threatening the provision of ecosystem services and
public benefit.
myForest activities by March 2013 .....

343 businesses registered
804 woodland owners registered
		

1,086 woodlands registered
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18,307 hectares of woodland mapped

Collaboration with Forestry Commission England continued to ensure that
woodland owners were encouraged and able to draw up management
plans that were compliant with the UK Forestry Standard, and work
continues to ensure, via working with a wide range of partners, that we
will support more woodland owners in bringing woodlands into good
stewardship.
A major new project Good
Woods was launched in January
2013. Sylva gained substantial
funding and support from
leading home improvement
and garden centre retailer B&Q to work jointly with sustainability charity
Bioregional to improve the environmental, social, and economic values
of woodlands in the east and south east of England.
The aim of the Good
Woods project during
2013 is to improve levels of
woodland stewardship by
providing 200 woodland
owners with tools and
training in woodland
management, linked to
the myForest service. As
part of this project we
will also be creating a
new Woodland Star Rating
Sylva’s Alistair Yeomans speaking about myForest
scheme to encourage
sustainable
forest
management in all woodlands, and promote greater understanding of
good woodland stewardship among the general public. Other elements
of the Good Woods project include building relationships between
woodland owners and their local communities; supporting community
woodland groups; and, understanding wood supply chain opportunities
locally and nationally.
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Financial Summary
Expenditure

Expenditure totalled £221,707; an increase of 14% from last year, reflecting
an expansion in activities. The costs of running the organisation was 18%
of expenditure.
Income

Our income was £298,229. This was an increase of 37% from last year
thanks to diversified income streams, including a near three-fold rise
of income derived from charitable activities. As a consequence Sylva
became VAT registered in October 2012. During the year we invested
in financial software and implemented improved proceedures in our
financial management.
Full audited accounts are available on request or from the Charity
Commission website.
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Thanks
We are indebted to many individuals, partners, funders and friends:
Art in Action; B&Q; Barnsley Workshop; Biodiversity Institute, University of
Oxford; BioRegional; Blenheim Palace; Building Research Establishment;
Cobb Charity; Confor; Country Land & Business Association; Department
of Land Economy, University of Cambridge; Department of Plant Sciences,
University of Oxford; Devon County Council; Earth Trust; Earthwatch; Edina
Trust; Forest Research; Forestry Commission England; Hilary Geoghegan;
Institute of Chartered Foresters; Jane King; Jim Matthews; Lantern; Mercer
Lewin; Natural England; Natural History Museum; OneOak makers;
Oxford & Cherwell Valley College; Oxford University Museum of Natural
History; Phillip Koomen; Richard Hicks; Rob Penn; Royal Botanic Garden
Edinburgh; Royal Forestry Society; Royal Horticultural Society; Royal
Institute of Chartered Surveyors Educational Trust; Sandra Charitable
Trust; Sarah Simblet; Scottish Forestry Trust; Silvanus Trust; SODC Leader;
Surrey Hills AONB; Timbmet, TOE2; Ward Forester; Woodland Trust.

OneOak exhibition at RBGE, sponsored by the Scottish Forestry Trust
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The Sylva Foundation is a tree and forestry charity promoting the
conservation of the environment by:
•

conducting & promoting research;

•

advancing tree & woodland education;

•

supporting sustainable forest management.

Please consider donating to support our initiatives or the general work
of the charity. Currently we have a major fundraising campaign to
support our Sylva Scholarship progamme at the University of Oxford.
We use donation specialists The Big Give to help us raise funds online.
Alternatively contact us to find out more.
We welcome enquiries from people who have time and skills they may
wish to offer to Sylva on a voluntary basis.

Sylva Foundation
Manor House
Little Wittenham
Oxfordshire
OX14 4RA
United Kingdom
Tel: +44 (0)1865 408018
email: info@SYLVA.org.uk

www.SYLVA.org.uk
Charity registered in England and Wales (1128516) and Scotland (SC041892)

